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Scotch schoolmaster or " dominie" is well known
to every reader of fiction. He was second only
to tlie minister of the parish in the importance which,
lie enjoyed among the people. This.was due to the
respect felt everywhere for education, and to the fact
that in the main the " dominies " were men of sterling
character, sound scholarship, and strong piety. The few
words in which Dr. McOosh sketches the salient outlines
of Mr. Quintin Smith show that his first teacher was
a schoolmaster of the highest qualities. From him Ills
young scholar obtained the elements of a sound educa-
tion, being well grounded not only in the ordinary English
branches, but securing a thorough knowledge of Greek
and Latin Grammar and of a few authors in each of tlie
classical tongues, together with the elements of Mathe-
matics. For languages, Dr. McCosh considered himself to
have had but little aptitude, but he excelled in Mathe-
matics, both pure and applied, being endowed with strong
reasoning powers, and haying a logical turn of mind. It
was therefore with an excellent preparation that he left
Home to enter upon his college career, not merely in. the
matter of intellectual attainments, but also in character
and experience of life. Although but thirteen years old, b.e
had felt himself, since his father's death, to be the Btafifing canvasser. At a later
